DEFENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING

LEADS AND SIGNALS

EBL CONVENTION CARD

OVERCALLS (Style: Responses: 1/2 Level; Reopening)

OPENING LEADS STYLE

1 level 7-15 hep; 2-level: 10-15hep; Lead In Partner’s Suit CATEGORY: Green

Responses: New Suit=Constructive, NF; Suit 4t 4t NCBO: Ireland

UCB = 10+ HCP with 3 card support or Game Invite+ NT 4th 4th PLAYERS: Betty Cody and Una O’Gorman

After IM overcall: CueBid shows min 10 pts and 3= 3M Subsequent  [standard remainder count EVENT: Irish Events 2026

pre-emptive

We bid to the level of the fit if our LTC is suitable vs Suit: Ace asks Attitude (standard), King asks Count (standard)
vs NT: Ace asks Attitude (standard), King asks Count (standard)

INT OVERCALL (2"Y/4™ Live; Responses; Reopening) LEADS SYSTEM SUMMARY

214 =15-16, responses as for INT opening (note 1) Lead vs Suit vs NT

4t =10-14, responses as for INT opening Ace AK, Ax(+) AKX(+), Ax(+) GENERAL APPROACH AND STYLE
King AKx(+), AKQx(+), KQx(+)  |AKITx(+), KQTI(+) Weak NT 5 Card Majors (5533) Better Minor
Queen Qlx(+) QJ QI9x(+) Benjamin Twos 2C/2D strong 2M weak twos
Jack JTx(+) or JT or KJTx(+) J108x(+) or A/KQJx(+)

JUMP OVERCALLS (Style; Responses; Unusual NT) 10 T9x(+) or HT9x(+) or 10x

Weak 6-10 HCP (8-12 HCP if vul opposite passed hand) 9 9, 9x, H98x Leads: 4th vs NT and Suit

Unusual 2NT= 5+/5+ in lower unbid suits Hi-X xSxx, Sx Signals: Standard Count and Reverse Attitude; Standard
Lo-X HxS, HxSx, xxS, xxxxS, HxxxS [HxxS(+), HxS, xxxSx(+) Discards: Even=SP; Odd=Like

SIGNALS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY

DIRECT & JUMP CUE BIDS (Style; Response; Reopen) Partner’s Lead Declarer’s Lead |Discarding SPECIAL BIDS THAT MAY REQUIRE DEFENSE
1{Low encouraging Hi/Lo=Even |Odd like,Even SP
Suit 2|Hi/Lo = Even (Count)
3(S/P
1|Low Encouraging Hi/Lo = Even 0dd like,Even
SP
VS. NT (vs. Strong/Weak; Reopening; PH) NT 2|Hi/Lo = Even
Multi Landy 2C majors, 2D single suited major, 2H 5+h 4+minor Signals Natural Count
28 5+s 4+minor
X of strong no trump a single suited minor (6d or 6¢) 10+ pts Odds we like Evens Suit Pref
DOUBLES

VS.PREEMPTS (Doubles; Cue-bids; Jumps; NT Bids)

May be light with perfect shape (4441), equal level conversion

;Double for take out over pre-empts

Cue bid forcing to suit agreement; Double Jump to 3M=Weak;

In reopening position maybe weak

VS. ARTIFICIAL STRONG OPENINGS- i.e. 1& or 2&

SPECIAL FORCING PASS SEQUENCES

Natural bidding with WJO — double their conventional bids for lead

SPECIAL, ARTIFICIAL & COMPETITIVE DBLS/RDLS

Negative Double up to 3 S Double

OVER OPPONENTS’ TAKEOUT DOUBLE

Support Dbl/Redbl

IMPORTANT NOTES

1M-Dbl: redouble 10+ pts , 2 level bids natural NF

Most low level doubles are T/O but if we agree a suit, double of an

an unsupported suit is penalty.
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1& No 3 3a 11 to 20, 15+ if balanced INT 6-9 pts , 2M weak 6 card suit 0-5 pts Rebids INT 15-16 2NT 17-18, 3NT solid suit 18+
3NT=Bal 13-15
le No 3 4 11 to 20, 15+ if balanced INT 6-9 pts , 2M weak 6 card suit 0-5 pts Rebids INT 15-16 2NT 17-18, 3NT solid suit 18+
3NT=Bal 13-15
lv No 5 3S 9 to 20 Rebids INT 15-16 2NT 17-18, 3NT solid suit 18+
1a No 5 4e 9to0 20 Rebids INT 15-16 2NT 17-18, 3NT solid suit 18+
INT No - 12-14 HCP 2C=Stayman or weak clubs; 2D=Hearts or weak
diams; 2H=Spades; 2S=11 pts 2NT 12 pts 4NT See Note 3 following interference
slam INV 19 pts Responses note 1
2% Yes Balanced 21+ or 8+ tricks 2D relay rebids 2M 8 tricks, 3m 9.5 tricks
Rebid 2NT 21-22 pts, 3NT 25-26 pts
2¢ No 6 Balanced 23+ or GF 2D relay 2S/3H GF, 2NT 23-24 pts, 3NT 27-28 pts
2v No 6 Weak-Two, 5-10 hcp 2NT=enquiry 15+ pts , ask feature if max Rebid suit if weak 3C Or 3D a feature 3Nt Max 3 top
hons
24 No 6 Weak-Two, 5-10 hep Ditto 3 level suit shows feature
2NT No - 20 pts 3C=Stayman; 3D=hearts, 3H=spades;
3% No 6 5-10 HCP 3NT Strong hand with outside stoppers
3¢ No 6 5-10 HCP 3NT Strong hand with outside stoppers
3¢ No 7 5-10 HCP 3Nt with outside stoppers
34 No 7 5-10 HCP 3NT or4S Strong hand
3NT Yes 7 Solid minor no outside stops 4& or 5S& pass or correct
4 No 7 Pre-empt
4¢ No 7 Pre-empt
49 No 7 Pre-empt HIGH LEVEL BIDDING
44 No 7 Pre-empt

4NT=RKC-1430

4C is Gerber looking for Aces

5C is Gerber looking for Kings Ditto
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Note 1: Responses to INT

2 Stayman or weak takeout 6+ clubs
2¢ Transfer with 5¢+ or weak takeout 6+ diamonds
2w Transfer with Sa+

24 11+ pts

2NT 12 pts

3C3D Forcing ( Perhaps a minor Slam)
3NT To Play

4 Gerber for Aces (0/4,1,2,3)
ANT Slam INV

Note 2: Helvic when our INT is doubled for penalties

Pass Shows 7 plus points
Any bid is a take out bid showing weakness.
Opener can bid again if they have a decent 5 card suit

Note 3 Defence when our INT is overcalled ( either convention or
actual bid)

INT (2v) ?
2a  natural non forcing (2-level new suit bids NF)
3 Competing (Invitational)
3D Competing( Invitational)
3% s acue bid looking for a stopper game going
3a natural Invitational

3NT to play shows heart stop similar after a 2S overcall.




