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THE IRISH BRIDGE UNION

INTERNATIONAL SENIOR TRIALS 2020
EUROPEAN SENIOR TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIP

MADEIRA  20th – 27th June 2020
1)

Dates



14th – 16th February 2020    (Venue to be advised)
2)
Entries are invited from teams of four or six players. Each player in a team of six must play at least 50% of the boards played by the team on each weekend on which the team plays in order to qualify for an invitation to represent Ireland in this event. Entries in writing, accompanied by the entry fee of €150 per player, 

must be submitted to:

Paul Porteous, Templeogue House, Templeogue Road, Dublin 6W or
   


Anne Fitzpatrick, 55 Lockview Road, Stranmillis, Belfast B79 5FJ
no later than 20th December 2019. Entries without the entrance fee will not be accepted.

3)

Qualification

Each Player must have a minimum of 100 National Points or have won 50 in the past 3 years. The International Committee will consider written applications for exemption from players who do not meet these requirements. Such applications must set out in detail why entrants consider an application appropriate, and must be submitted to Mr Paul Porteous, Templeogue House, Templeogue Road, Dublin 6W (paul@cbai.ie) no later than 6th December 2019.
See Appendix 1

4)
The exact format of the trials will be announced after entries have been received but the trials are scheduled for one weekend only

5)
The winning team will be invited to represent Ireland. If a team of four qualifies then the third pair will be selected by the International Committee, after consultation with the winning team, from the entrants for the trials. A reserve pair will also be nominated after consultation with the winning team. The NPC will be appointed by the International committee after consultation with the players.
6)
Grants. The grant is €90 per diem and €200 towards flights for each player and the NPC. The entry fee will be paid by the IBU
. 
7)
The International Committee is empowered to alter any of the arrangements or conditions including time, dates and venue, and to decide on all matters affecting these trials and each player who enters is undertaking to represent Ireland if nominated and to abide fully with all the conditions of these trials.


Michael McGloughlin, Sam Hall, Elva Gannon, Diarmuid Reddan, John Murchan
  - IBU International Committee 
Appendix 1 :-

SENIOR TRIALS ONLY
1.1
Qualification :-

A team with a player or players without the required number of National Points 
(ie 100 national Points or 50 won in the past 3 years) can apply to the International Committee for a derogation as per the procedure outlined.

Following receipt of the Application, there are three possible outcomes -
1) The team is accepted and competes as per a qualifying team

2) The team is not accepted at all

Please note those that teams that are not accepted at all will get a full refund

1.2

Format -  

For the benefit of all those entering the following trials, once the entries have been finalised 

it is envisaged that the format will be on a Round Robin Basis - all play all - over one weekend.
The International Committee expect the times to be as follows -

Friday 19.00 through to Sunday 18.00

Please note the International Committee may revert to a start time as early as Friday morning at 10.00 and if required a Sunday evening finish at 20.00. These times will depend on the number of entries and number of boards etc.
Rules/Regulations re Substitutes and Systems for Senior Trials

Substitutes

Subject to the approval of the International Committee (I.C.), a substitute may be allowed in emergency circumstances for a limited number of boards. A substitution, which in the opinion of the I.C. significantly affects the strength/weakness of a pair, is unlikely to be approved.

If a suitable substitute cannot be found for a match, the Tournament Director will award a score of 12 V.P. or such higher percentage achieved in the round robin, to the non-offending pair for that match.
Requests for substitutes for what the I.C. considers to be convenience reasons will not be approved. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the T.D. is empowered to make emergency substitutions.

Systems

All players participating in these trials must have two identical copies of their systems available to present to their opponents prior to the commencement of play in each session. Both members of a partnership are restricted to a single system and both must play the same system and methods in bidding and play. 
The W.B.F. Convention Card or equivalent must be used and may be downloaded at website below:-

http://www.ecatsbridge.com/documents/wbfinfo/systemsinfo/conventioncards.asp   

Hard copies of the W.B.F. Convention Card are available from the C.B.A.I. National Headquarters.

Failure to fulfil this obligation or presentation of a Convention Card that, in the opinion of the Tournament Director, is insufficiently detailed, will render each pair liable to an automatic penalty.

Highly Unusual Methods (HUMs) are not permitted.
Brown Sticker Conventions (BSC) are permitted in Senior trials, subject to full disclosure. Up to three BSC may be used by a partnership, details of which must be submitted on the appropriate form (available from C.B.A.I. National Headquarters) when entering the respective trials.  

Failure to submit same with the entry will result in these Methods and/or Conventions being prohibited.
